What is claimed: 



1. An E-Commerce systiem, comprising: 

a plurality of veraor commerce systems; 

a plurality of back-end processing systems for processing transaction requests 
generated by the plurality lof vendor commerce systems; and 

a transaction processor coupled between the plurality of vendor commerce systems 
and the plurality of back-erJd processing systems, wherein the transaction processor 
includes a global shopping basket for storing transaction information generated by the 
plurality of vendor commerce systems, and a back-end processor interface for processing 
and routing the stored transaction requests to the plurality of back-end processing 



systems. 

2. The E-Commerce syste 

an E-Commerce portbl 



nim cla 



claim 1, further comprising: 
coupled to the plurality of vendor commerce systems. 



3. The E-Commerce system of claim 1, wherein the plurality of vendor commerce systems 
include: a local catalog of products and a local shopping basket. 

4. The E-Commerce system of claim 3, wherein the plurality of vendor commerce systems 
further include: a local customer directory and local workflow rules. 
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5. The E-Commerce system of claim 1, further comprising: 

a transaction interface implemented at the plurality of vendor commerce systems 
and at the transaction processor, wherein the transaction interface generates a transaction 

brmat each time a customer using the E-Commerce system 
of the vendor commerce systems, the transaction packet being 
commerce system where the purchase is made by the 
processor, where it is stored in the global basket. 



packet having a predefinec 
purchases a product at one 
transmitted from the vendo r 
customer to the transaction 



6. The E-Commerce system 
includes: 



of claim 5, wherein the format of the transaction packet 



an order header including: customer authentication information; merchant 
authentication information; a time stamp; and 
one or more order entry items. 

7. The E-Commerce system of claim 1, wherein the vendor commerce systems are coupled 
to the transaction processor via the Internet. 

8. The E-Commerce system of claim 1, wherein the back-end processing systems include a 
plurality of payment verification systems. 
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9. The E-Commerce systeip 
a plurality of payment veri 
order fulfillment systems. 



of claim 1, wherein the back-end processing systems include: 
ication systems; an accounting/billing system; and one or more 



10. The E-Commerce system of claim 8, further comprising: 

a payment proxy system coupled between the transaction processor and the 
plurality of payment verification systems. 



1 1 . The E-Commerce syst 



:m of claim 10, further comprising: 



a merchant database and a transaction capture database coupled to the payment 



proxy system, wherein the: 
verification rules, and the 



merchant database stores merchant-specific payment 
transaction capture database stores information regarding the 



transactions verified via t le payment proxy system. 

fa 

\2. The E-Commerce^system of claim 1, further comprising: 

a customer database coupled to the transaction processor, wherein the customer 
database stores customer- specific transaction processing rules that instruct the transaction 
processor how to process a transaction for a particular customer; and 
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a merchant database coupled to the transaction processor, wherein the merchant 
database stores merchant-specific transaction processing rules that instruct the transaction 
processor how to process a transaction for a particular merchant. 

13. The E-Commerce system of claim 12, wherein one of the customer database or 
merchant database include runtime scripting information for determining, in real-time, how 
to process a particular transaction generated by a particular customer or merchant. 

14. The E-Commerce system/of claim 10, wherein the payment proxy system includes: 

a payment proxy interface for communicating information to and from the 
transaction processor; 

runtime payment jpgic for determining, in real-time, how to process a particular 
transaction request trarisMtfed to the payment proxy from the transaction processor; and 
a plurality of payment connection modules coupled to the runtime payment logic 
for interfacing the transaction request to one of a plurality of payment verification systems. 



luctir 



15. A method of conducting E-Commerce, comprising the steps of: 

(A) connectir g to an E-Commerce portal; 

(B) linking from the E-Commerce portal to a vendor commerce system associated 
with the E-Commerce portal; 
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(C) browsing a local catalog of products stored at the vendor commerce system 
and selecting a particular product for purchase; 

(D) transmitting a transaction packet from the vendor commerce system to a 
common transaction processing system via the Internet, and storing the transaction packet 



in a global shopping basket; 

(E) returning to step 
products are to be purchased 

(F) segmenting the tr 



(A) and repeating steps (B), (C) and (D) until no additional 



insaction packet information stored in the global shopping 
basket and aggregating individual product order items by vendor; 

(G) processing the individual product order items for each vendor at the 



transaction processing syst 



transaction processing system and a plurality of back-end processing systems. 



16. The method of claim X - S 



of: 



m by communicating transaction information between the 



, wherein the processing step (G), further comprises the steps 



(G)(1) querying a 
by the transaction processing 
vendor; and 

(G)(2) querying a 
used by the transaction processing 
-partie ular custom s — 



v|endor database to obtain vendor-specific processing rules used 
system to process the transaction order items for a particular 

c ustomer database to obtain customer-specific processing rules 
system to process the transaction order items for a 
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17. A payment proxy system for 
a payment proxy interface 



i|se with an online transaction processor, comprising: 
br communicating information to and from the 



transaction processor; 

runtime payment logic for 
transaction request transmitted to 



determining, in real-time, how to process a particular 
the payment proxy from the transaction processor; and 
a plurality of payment connection modules coupled to the runtime payment logic 
for interfacing the transaction request to one of a plurality of payment verification systems. 

18. An E-Commerce framework, comprising: 

a plurality of vendor comm srce systems linked to a common E-Commerce portal, 
wherein each vendor commerce system includes a local product catalog and a local 
shopping basket; 

a transaction processor linked to the E-Commerce portal via a computer network, 
the transaction processor having a global shopping basket and an interface for 
communicating transaction information between the local shopping baskets of the vendor 
commerce systems and the global shopping basket of the transaction processor; 

a plurality of payment verification systems for authenticating transaction requests 
generated by the transaction proo jssor when a customer of the framework engages a 



-^Id^al^ h ec koutr ^fflettoT^ftftd- 
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a payment proxy system coupled between the transaction processor and the 
plurality of payment verification systems for transmitting transaction requests generated by 
the transaction processor to the appropriate payment verification system. 




